THE   HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

I have spent a great part of my life in Oriental lands,
and have seen their many magicians. Lately I have been
permitted to see and be present at the" performances of
Messrs, Anderson and Tolmaque. The latter showed,
as they profess, clever conjuring, but they do not even
attempt what the Messrs. Davenport and Fay succeed in
doing : for instance, the beautiful management of the
musical instruments. Finally, I have read and listened
to every explanation of the Davenport " tricks " hitherto
placed before the English public, and, believe me, if any-
thing would make me take that tremendous jump " from
matter to spirit," it is the utter and complete unreason
of the reasons by which the " manifestations " are explained.

It is to be remarked that the Davenports them-
selves, as contrasted with their friends and travelling
companions, never claimed any preternatural origin
for their results. The reason for this may have been
that as an entertainment it was more piquant and less
provocative when every member of the audience could
form his own solution. Writing to the American con-
jurer Houdini, Ira Davenport said in his old age, " We
never in public affirmed our belief in Spiritualism.
That we regarded as no business of the public, nor did
we offer our entertainment as the result of sleight-of-
hand, or, on the other hand, as Spiritualism. We let
our friends and foes settle that as best they could
between themselves, but, unfortunately, we were
often the victims of their disagreements/'

Houdini further claimed that Davenport admitted
that his results were normally effected, but Houdini
has himself stuffed so many errors of fact into his book,
" A Magician Among the Spirits," and has shown
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